Verlag, New York, 1991. xiv, 237 pp., illus. $59. That changes occur in the level of the sea relative to the land is well documented by geological and geomorphological records, and early humans had to live with sea-level nses approaching two centimeters per year and encroachments of the sea over low coastal plains approaching several kilometers per year. Models of the consequences of an enhanced greenhouse effect include scenarios in which such rapid changes may occur again, but with the greater concentration of populations on coastal plains and the constraints imposed by political boundaries, our ability to respond to them has been much curtailed.
nses approaching two centimeters per year and encroachments of the sea over low coastal plains approaching several kilometers per year. Models of the consequences of an enhanced greenhouse effect include scenarios in which such rapid changes may occur again, but with the greater concentration of populations on coastal plains and the constraints imposed by political boundaries, our ability to respond to them has been much curtailed.
The processes linking greenhouse emissions to atmospheric warming and to the concomitant sea-level response remain inadequately understood, with Much attention is focused on the expected subsidence of the sea floor with age, but the fact that the islands have generally experi-448 enced much more complex vertical move ments is mentioned only in passing, and none of the relevant Holocene and Late Pleistocene evidence is mentioned.
Geological processes generally operate on time scales of thousands ofyears and longer, and the short-duration tide-gauge records reflect primarily the "noise" component rather than containing a reliable signal ofthe underlying tectonic process. To extract tectonic information from the tide-gauge data alone without attempting to extend the record is therefore fraught with problems. But to add the geomorphological and geological evidence would have meant a much more ambitious book. As it is, the book does serve as a useful guide to recent sea-level change around the world, for nowhere else is this information so readily available, and readers who wish to examine the processes behind such change will find the book a useful starting point. 
